Name ____________________






Date ________

Biotic vs. Abiotic

Factors in an Ecosystem
Define biotic factor ______________________________________________________________
Define abiotic factor _____________________________________________________________

Define limiting factor _____________________________________________________________
Determine whether the following terms describe abiotic or biotic factors and place them in the correct category:  Decomposers, temperature, producers, light intensity, consumers, oxygen concentration.
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1. Where in the water column would decomposers likely be found? _______

2. At which level would the oxygen concentration be the greatest and why? __________________

    ____________________________________________________________________________

    ____________________________________________________________________________

3. Where in the water column would the greatest number of producers be found and why?_______

    ____________________________________________________________________________

    ____________________________________________________________________________

4. Abiotic factors often act as limiting factors in many ecosystems. Choose one abiotic factor and

    explain how it might act as a limiting factor in an ecosystem.  ___________________________

    ____________________________________________________________________________

    ____________________________________________________________________________

    ____________________________________________________________________________

    ____________________________________________________________________________
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